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rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7098, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to expand the bound-
ary of Saguaro National Park, to au-
thorize a study of additional land for
potential inclusion in the park, and for
other purposes.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
LONG BRIDGE ACT OF 2020

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7489) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to convey to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia or the District
of Columbia certain Federal land under
the administrative jurisdiction of the
National Park Service for the con-
struction of rail and other infrastruc-
ture, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7489

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Long Bridge
Act of 2020,

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF CONVEYANCES.

(a) CONVEYANCES AUTHORIZED.—On request
of the Commonwealth of Virginia or the Dis-
trict of Columbia, as applicable, the Sec-
retary of the Interior may, subject to any
terms and conditions that the Secretary de-
termines to be necessary, convey to the
Commonwealth of Virginia or the District of
Columbia, as applicable, any Federal land or
interest in Federal land under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary that is identified by
the Commonwealth of Virginia or the Dis-
trict of Columbia, as applicable, as necessary
for the Long Bridge Project.

(b) REVERSION.—If any portion of the Fed-
eral land or interest in Federal land con-
veyed under subsection (a) is no longer being
used for railroad purposes or recreational
use, title to the portion of the Federal land
or interest in the portion of the Federal land
shall revert to the Secretary, on a deter-
mination by the Secretary that the portion
of the Federal land has been remediated and
restored to a condition determined to be sat-
isfactory by the Secretary.

(c) TEMPORARY USE.—The Secretary may
allow the temporary use of any Federal land
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary that
is identified by the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia or the District of Columbia, as applica-
ble, as necessary for the construction of the
Long Bridge Project, subject to any terms
and conditions determined to be necessary
by the Secretary.

(d) RECOVERY OF CoOSTS.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary
may recover from the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia or the District of Columbia, as applica-
ble, all costs incurred by the Secretary in
providing or procuring necessary services as-
sociated with a conveyance under subsection
(a) or use authorized under subsection (c).

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) LONG BRIDGE PROJECT.—The term ‘‘Long
Bridge Project’” means the project consisting
of improvements to the Long Bridge and re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

lated railroad infrastructure between
Rossyln (RO) Interlocking in Arlington, Vir-
ginia, and L’Enfant (LE) Interlocking near
10th Street SW in the District of Columbia,
the purpose of which is to expand commuter
and regional passenger rail service and pro-
vide bicycle and pedestrian access crossings
over the Potomac River.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Director of the National Park
Service.

SEC. 3. DETERMINATION
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘“‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion”’ for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the
measure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
7489, the Long Bridge Act, introduced
by our colleague, Representative WITT-
MAN, from Virginia.

This bill is a simple piece of legisla-
tion, but it is important. It authorizes
the National Park Service to convey
select parcels of land to the Common-
wealth of Virginia or the District of
Columbia in order to facilitate updates
to the Long Bridge, a critical com-
muter and freight rail corridor in the
Washington, D.C., metropolitan area.
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The existing bridge, which is used by
Amtrak, the Virginia Railway Express,
and CSX Transportation was built all
the way back in 1904. It has not been
substantially upgraded since 1942.

The current project is a partnership
between the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation, the Virginia Department of
Rail and Transportation, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and it will double
capacity of the bridge by constructing
a second bridge alongside the existing
structure.

Allowing the National Park Service
to convey small tracts of land will fa-
cilitate completion of this very impor-
tant upgrade.

To be clear, we are not talking about
land that includes historic resources,
open space, or park-like qualities.

The agency has final say in what can
be transferred, and the bill includes
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important safeguards to ensure that
the land identified for conveyance is
used only for railroad purposes.

This project is a priority for this re-
gion, and I am happy to lend my sup-
port to this commonsense, bipartisan
solution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 7489, offered by our Natural Re-
sources Committee colleague from Vir-
ginia, Mr. WITTMAN, authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to convey
about 4.4 acres of Federal property for
the construction of a new commuter
rail and pedestrian bridge spanning the
Potomac.

Current law allows a right of way for
railroads on most Federal lands, but
not for railroads on National Park
Service lands, therefore, legislation is
needed to authorize a small amount of
National Park System land to be con-
veyed or used by Virginia to construct
a railroad.

The Long Bridge Project will double
the capacity of the Potomac River rail
crossing by adding a second two-track
bridge adjacent to the existing bridge,
as well as a pedestrian crossing.

I commend Representative WITTMAN
for his hard work on the Long Bridge
Project and for this bipartisan and tri-
jurisdiction legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER).

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Today I rise in support of the Long
Bridge Act of 2020, which I proudly
colead with my colleague from Vir-
ginia, Congressman ROB WITTMAN.

The existing Long Bridge is the only
rail bridge connecting Virginia to
Washington, D.C., and it is the main
rail connection between the southeast
and northeast for both passenger and
freight rail.

The Long Bridge is old and rusty and
ugly and a treasured part of our land-
scape. It was authorized by Congress in
1808 and signed into law by President
Thomas Jefferson. It cost $200,000 to
build initially.

Now, during peak hours, the two-
track bridge is at almost 98 percent ca-
pacity, which makes it a significant
chokepoint along the East Coast from
Washington, D.C., all the way to Flor-
ida.

That is why the Long Bridge Project
is so crucial. It would double the capac-
ity of the Potomac River rail crossing
by adding a second two-track bridge
adjacent to the existing bridge.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot stress how
impactful the new Long Bridge Project
will be, projecting an annual $6 billion
in benefits to the region by 2040.

However, the land where construc-
tion will take place on both sides of the
Potomac River is controlled by the Na-
tional Park Service, and it is currently
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prohibited by law to transfer land to
the Commonwealth of Virginia and the
District of Columbia for the purposes
of railroad construction.

That is where our bill comes in.

The Long Bridge Act of 2020 is a sim-
ple fix to allow the National Park
Service to transfer control of this land
for the purpose of the Long Bridge rail
project.

So I wholeheartedly support this bill.
This will enable the Commonwealth of
Virginia to move forward with this
vital construction.

I thank my colleagues from Virginia,
D.C., and Maryland on both sides of the
aisle for supporting this bill. And I
thank, again, my colleague, ROB WITT-
MAN, for his efforts on behalf of the
Long Bridge Act of 2020.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WITT-
MAN).

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Chairman HUFFMAN, Ranking Member
LAMBORN, and my colleague, Rep-
resentative DON BEYER for the united
effort to make sure that we get this
Long Bridge bill passed, to make sure
we get a new Long Bridge built, be-
cause we know that this is critically
important, not just for Virginia, for
the District, and for Maryland, but for
the Nation because of the critical link
point that it is for transportation.

As we know, this is in some ways
looked at as a regional project, but it
is actually more than that.

The First District of Virginia, the
district that I represent, spans the 1-95
corridor in Northern Virginia, which
includes one of the worst traffic hot
spots in the Nation. That is undeni-
able. In fact, who knows it better than
Members here in Congress what they
have to deal with each day in their
commute.

As a daily commuter myself, I under-
stand the frustration that folks have.
This is going to be a critical point for
us to be able to use rail as a very effi-
cient means by which to move people
and to move commerce throughout the
region. Incredibly important. And with
passage of this bill, Congress is pro-
viding the adequate resources to lever-
age the Commonwealth’s investment to
address issues on I-95.

It has been a great cooperative agree-
ment between the Commonwealth of
Virginia and CSX, who owns the line,
to make sure that this gets done. It is
really unprecedented in what they have
agreed to, and it is not just this line,
but it is also all the connectors. So this
is a great step to really enhance our
rail system, which we know is incred-
ibly important to address transpor-
tation issues, not just across the east-
ern seaboard but really across the Na-
tion.

An important component of this in
reducing traffic congestion in this re-
gion, as I said, is commuter rail. And
this bridge spans the Potomac, one of
those chokepoints, the major
chokepoint here on the eastern sea-
board.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

It is very heavily traveled. There has
to be a balance between transit from a
commuter standpoint, passenger rail,
and freight rail. And many times there
is a battle back and forth, and, unfor-
tunately, freight rail prevails in that
since freight companies own the rail.
We want to make sure that there is
balance there, and this provides a bal-
ance.

And I have to give CSX credit for
coming to the table and saying, listen,
we understand how incredibly impor-
tant passenger rail is. Even though
that is not within their purview, they
do see how important that is. So it is a
real testament to a lot of different en-
tities coming together to make this
work.

And just as Representative BEYER
said, the existing bridge is at 98 per-
cent capacity during peak hours, and is
used by both VRE, the Virginia Rail-
way Express, Amtrak, and CSX. There
is a lot of traffic coming across that
bridge; we want to make sure that it
can all be accommodated.

We know the proposed design for a
new track bridge upstream of the cur-
rent Long Bridge and five additional
bridges in Virginia and D.C. provide
those connectors and conduits that we
need for the region.

The bill authorizes the Secretary of
the Interior, through the National
Park Service director, to convey to and
authorize the use by both Virginia and
D.C. to be able to utilize a small sec-
tion of National Park Service land for
the construction of the new Long
Bridge structure for rail and for an ad-
ditional, as we have heard, walkable
and bikeable pedestrian bridge span-
ning the Potomac River; incredibly im-
portant for the region.

The bill will also convey title and in-
terest to Virginia of about 4.4 perma-
nent acres of National Park Service
land for the express purpose of this
project.

The National Park Service will au-
thorize Virginia to temporarily use 8.4
acres of land for the construction
which reverts back to the National
Park Service at the discretion of the
NPS director when the project gets
completed. So it is essentially con-
struction use while equipment is there,
but then it reverts back to the Na-
tional Park Service.

This project supports projected in-
creases in passenger and freight rail
through this corridor, not only now but
in the future, and it also enhances eco-
nomic growth and mobility for the re-
gion.

It increases the capacity of the rail
network for many areas, including the
Port of Virginia, which handles 37 per-
cent of goods that move in and out of
that port by rail; a great enhancer.

The Port of Virginia will need to in-
crease that share to 45 percent by 2040
to handle a threefold increase in ship-
ments. This will help them do that.

Building a new Long Bridge doubles
the rail capacity at this major bottle-
neck and is incredibly important for
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the eastern seaboard but also region-
ally, for not only Virginia and the Dis-
trict, but also, Maryland; so all incred-
ibly important.

The legislation is a significant mile-
stone in transforming passenger and
freight rail service along the East
Coast and really making a significant
step forward in increasing the capacity
and opportunity for freight rail.

The construction is a project of
major national significance in
unlocking the gridlock in this region
and is incredibly important.

Finally, I want to thank again the
leadership on the Natural Resources
Committee, Chairman HUFFMAN, Rank-
ing Member LAMBORN, and my col-
league DON BEYER for coleading this ef-
fort and also Representative HOLMES
NORTON and the rest of the members of
the regional delegations and staff for
making this important element work.

I also thank Senators MARK WARNER
and TiM KAINE for introducing the Sen-
ate companion bill over on the Senate
side.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further witnesses, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
HUFFMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7489, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

DRIFTNET MODERNIZATION AND
BYCATCH REDUCTION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 906) to improve the manage-
ment of driftnet fishing, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
HUFFMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 283, nays
105, not voting 41, as follows:

[Roll No. 242]

YEAS—283
Adams Bishop (GA) Buchanan
Aguilar Blumenauer Budd
Allred Blunt Rochester  Bustos
Amash Bonamici Butterfield
Axne Bost Carbajal
Barragan Boyle, Brendan Cardenas
Bass F. Carson (IN)
Bera Brindisi Carter (GA)
Bergman Brooks (IN) Cartwright
Beyer Brown (MD) Case
Bilirakis Brownley (CA) Casten (IL)
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